FORAGE FISH REVIEW
SARC MEETING, LACEY, 3/10/08

WHICH SPECIES?
Obligate shoreline demersal spawners:
e Pacific herring, Clupea pallasii, (on marine vegetation beds)
e Surf smelt, Hypomesus pretiosus, (on upper intertidal gravel)
e Pacific sand lance, Ammodytes hexapterus, (on upper intertidal
sand/gravel)

WHAT IS BEING PROTECTED?
These species’ documented spawning sites.

" Forage fish spawning sites received much damage from development prior to
1970s.

WHERE? _
Throughout western Washington’s marine waters.
Each species occupys roughly 10% of the shoreline.
Detailed spawning-site information available.in WDFW PnontyHabltats/ Species
(PHS) and WDFW Salmonscape databases.

WHEN?
Each species’ spawning season:
' e Herring: January-June, with most spawning mjﬁu_a__rl-_l\_/_lg_r.c_h_
o Surfsmelt: year-round, fall-winter, or summer, depending on area.
e Sand Lance: November-February
Detailed spawning-season data are available by area from ‘WDFW.
Work-window closurés commonly applied to in-water activities through HPAs.

WHY APPLY PROTECTIVE MEASURES?
WDF/WDFW has applied regulatory protectwn since 1980s, via Hydraulic Code.
Forage fish spawning sites listed among defined “critical areas” in GMA.
CTED expects forage fish spawning sites to be mapped and protected in CAOs.

HOW HAVE FORAGE FISH HABITAT DATA BEEN GATHERED?
WDF/WDFW and NGOs have been gathering herring and surf smelt spawmng
habitat data since 1972.

WDFW/WDFW. and NGOs have been gathering sand lance spawning habitat data
since 1989. '

Forage fish spawning habitat data have/been gathered using consistent protocols.
Survey protocol training is available %nually through WDFW.

Dan Penttila, WDFW Puget Sound Action TEam forage Fish Project, LaConner, WA.
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